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We’ve spoken for a few weeks about the end-time and especially the 

coming Antichrist. 

 

I’ve suggested that the coming Antichrist may be the Mahdi of Islamic 

prophecy (assisted by his Enforcer — the False Prophet — known in 

Islam as Isa Al-Masih). 

 

Last time we focused on the Martyrdom of the Saints in the end-time.  

The 5th Seal of Revelation Chapter 6 speaks to those who will be 

killed “for the Word of God and for their testimony”. 

 

In Revelation Chapters 12 and 13 … we see who is behind it.  

The Dragon — working through the Beast Empire and its leader … 

the Antichrist. 

 

We saw there’s reason to believe that the saints in those days will be 

actively opposing the Antichrist?  Refusing to worship his Image or 

take his Mark and warning thousands of others.  Hence … the 

Antichrist’s anger and persecution. 

 

Today … I’d like to look at how long this period of persecution and 

martyrdom might last (if we’re in it personally … we might like an idea!) 

 

I think most people would identify this period of intense persecution on 

the saints as “the Great Tribulation” — and most Bible students believe 

this is a 3½ year duration. 

 

But is a Great Tribulation of 3½ years — Biblical? 

 

It’s certainly the case that many passages refer to 3½ years or 1,260 

days or 42 months — or — time … times … and ½ a time. 

 

Let’s review! 

 



Daniel 9:27 

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 

(the final 7 years) But in the middle of the week (3½ years) 

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 

And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes 

desolate, 

Even until the consummation, which is determined, 

Is poured out on the desolate.” 

 

One of 4 references to the Abomination of Desolation that Jesus 

mentioned. 

 

Tells us that the Abomination of Desolation begins at mid-point of the 

final 7 years. 

 

So — 3½ years left till “everlasting righteousness” — verse 24.  Jesus 

said at that point — the great Tribulation occurs.  So — this implies that 

the Great Tribulation must last 3½ years? 

 

At the end of that period … Jesus returns to earth to 

establish His Kingdom. 

 

The conclusion of the 3½ years is fairly clear. 

 

[see graphic of the 21 key events to the book of Revelation at the end of 

the notes] 

 

Revelation 19:11-21 

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He 

who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness He judges and makes war. (JESUS CHRIST — 

HE IS COMING TO JUDGE AND MAKE WAR) 

12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. 

He had a name written that no one knew except Himself.  

13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 

called The Word of God.  

14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 

followed Him on white horses.  



15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He 

should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod 

of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness 

and wrath of Almighty God.  

16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS. 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud 

voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come 

and gather together for the supper of the great God,  

18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh 

of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and 

the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” (Dead 

meat for the birds) 

19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their 

armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat 

on the horse and against His army.  

20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false 

prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those 

who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 

These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with 

brimstone.  

21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded 

from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds 

were filled with their flesh. 

 

The Great Battle of God Almighty … where the Beast and 

the False Prophet are defeated and cast into the Lake of 

Fire. 

 

THE SAME BATTLE: 

 

Revelation 16:12-16 

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great 

river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of 

the kings from the east might be prepared.  



13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of 

the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and 

out of the mouth of the false prophet.  

14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which 

go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 

gather them to the battle of that great day of God 

Almighty. 

15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and 

keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.” 

16 And they gathered them together to the place called in 

Hebrew, Armageddon.  (Armageddon = Mount of Assembly = 

Jerusalem!) 

 

The 6th Bowl of Wrath .  Near the end. 

 

Zechariah 14:1-4, 8–9 

1 Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, 

And your spoil will be divided in your midst. 

2 For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; 

The city shall be taken, 

The houses rifled, 

And the women ravished. 

Half of the city shall go into captivity, 

But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 Then the LORD will go forth 

And fight against those nations, 

As He fights in the day of battle. 

4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 

Which faces Jerusalem on the east. 

And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, 

From east to west, 

Making a very large valley; 

Half of the mountain shall move toward the north 

And half of it toward the south. 

8 And in that day it shall be 

That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, 

Half of them toward the eastern sea (Dead Sea) 

And half of them toward the western sea; (Mediterranean) 



In both summer and winter it shall occur. 

9 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth. 

In that day it shall be— 

“The LORD is one,” 

And His name one. (One name only — Jesus Christ) 

 

The Great Battle of God Almighty — at Jerusalem — against 

all nations gathered there (by the demons). 
 

That’s when Jesus stands on the Mount of Olives.  That’s His return 

as in Revelation Chapter 19. 

 

So — the final 3½ years is fairly clear.  It starts with the Abomination 

of Desolation and ends with Jesus standing on the Mount of Olives 

at the Battle of Armageddon.  

 

What about the saints at this time?  
 

Daniel 7:19-22 

19 “Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, 

which was different from all the others, exceedingly 

dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, which 

devoured, broke in pieces, (DEQAQ — smash to smithereens) 

and trampled the residue with its feet;  

20 and the ten horns that were on its head, and the other 

horn which came up, before which three fell, namely, that horn which 

had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words, whose appearance 

was greater than his fellows. 

21 “I was watching; and the same horn (the Little Horn) was 

making war against the saints, and prevailing against them,  

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was 

made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time 

came for the saints to possess the kingdom. 

 

Wars against the saints!  US! 

 

Daniel 7:25-27 

25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 



Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, 

And shall intend to change times and law. 

Then the saints shall be given into his hand 

For a time and times and half a time. 

26 ‘But the court shall be seated, 

And they shall take away his dominion, 

To consume and destroy it forever. 

27 Then the kingdom and dominion, 

And the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, 

Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. 

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ 

 

We take a “time” to be a year.  But why not just call it “a year”? 

 

My belief:  not just a “random 12 months” — but a specific start 

and finish. 

 

Like the Tax Year … or the Academic Year.  Twelve months duration 

— BUT SPECIFIC DATES! 

 

[see the graphs at the end of the notes] 

 

There’s an ambiguity in this passage.  We’ll come back! 

 

Daniel 12:4-11 

4 “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the 

time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall 

increase.” 

5 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this 

riverbank and the other on that riverbank.  

6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of 

the river, “How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?” 

7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 

river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and 

swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, 

and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has 

been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 



8 Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, “My lord, what shall 

be the end of these things?” 

9 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and 

sealed till the time of the end.  

10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall 

do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 

understand. 

11 “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, 

and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be 

one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

 

Verse 7:    time … times … ½ time (HEBREW: MOEDIM) 

Verse 11:  1,290 days — close to 3½ years 

 

MOED and MOEDIM: Used over 200 times.  Nearly always associated 

with God’s Appointed Times — the Holy Day Festivals. 

 

So — time … times … and ½ time is 3½ years — but — I 

believe it starts and ends on specific Holy Days. 

 

Revelation 12:12-14 

12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to 

you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short 

time.” 

13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he 

persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.  

14 But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she 

might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished 

for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of 

the serpent. 
 

Time … times … ½ time.  GREEK: KAIROS 

 

(In the Greek Septuagint of Daniel Chapter 12 … KAIROS is used for 

“time … times and ½ time”). 

 

Revelation 12:14 parallels verse 6 … 1,260 days (approximately 3½ 

years). 



 

Also … we come across “42 months” in prophecy. 

 

Revelation 12:17–13:7 

17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to 

make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 

commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. (The saints) 

1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of 

the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, 

and on his heads a blasphemous name.  

2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the 

feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave 

him his power, his throne, and great authority.  

3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his 

deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the 

beast.  

4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and 

they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able 

to make war with him?” 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and 

blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for 

forty-two months.  

6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme 

His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  

7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to 

overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, 

tongue, and nation. 

 

The Beast has authority for 42 months and makes war on the saints. 

 

Revelation 11:1-2 

1 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, 

saying, “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those 

who worship there.  

2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 

measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will 

tread (PATEO) the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 

 



Tread/trample on Jerusalem for 42 months. 

Revelation 11:3 

3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will 

prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed 

in sackcloth.” 

 

The two witnesses will prophesy for 1,260 days. 

 

“Treading the Holy City under foot” also appears: 

 

Luke 21:20-24 

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know 

that its desolation is near.  

21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who 

are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country 

enter her.  

22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written 

may be fulfilled.  

23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 

babies in those days! For there will be great distress/tribulation in the 

land and wrath upon this people.  

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive 

into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled (PATEO) by 

Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 

The Abomination of Desolation — so the Great Tribulation begins.  

Jerusalem trampled for the latter 3½ years of Daniel’s 70th Week — 

matches the 42 months of Revelation 11:2 (“tread the Holy City” and 

Jerusalem “trampled” is the same Greek word). 

 

So — lots of references to a period of 3½ years. 

 

If I asked 100 church members how long the Great Tribulation would 

last — I suspect the vast majority would say 3½ years … 1,260 days 

… 42 months? 

 

But then — what about: 
 

 

 



 

Matthew 24:15-21 

15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation,’ spoken of 

by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let 

him understand),  

16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  

17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of 

his house.  

18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.  

19 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 

babies in those days!  

20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.  

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been 

since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

 

The Abomination of Desolation and the Great Desolation. 

 

Matthew 24:22 

22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh 

would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will 

be shortened. 

 

The days will be shortened! 

 

The saints are rescued before the full 3½ years? 
 

What shortens the days?  And — by how long? 

 

Matthew 24:29 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 

will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the 

stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 

will be shaken. 

 

HEAVENLY SIGNS 

 

Matthew 24:30-31 

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and 

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son 



of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory.  

31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the 

four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 

Jesus’ Coming for His saints. 

 

It’s the Heavenly Signs that cut short the Tribulation of the 

saints.  The Antichrist now has bigger problems to contend with?! 

 

But — if the Great Tribulation is 3½ years long … 1,260 days … 42 

months — how can it be cut short at all?  Contradictory? 

 

I’ve previously suggested that Jesus’ Coming for His saints is 

approximately 12 months prior to His return on the White Horse at 

the Battle of Armageddon. 

 

I believe that is the amount of time the days are shortened — 12 

months. 

 

But — how can you reconcile this shortened period with a Great 

Tribulation of 3½ Years? 

 

Ahh!  It seems that there is no actual scripture that states that 

the Great Tribulation is 3½ years.  That is an assumption! 

 

Let’s double check a couple of key passages that can often mislead us. 

 

Revelation 13:4-5 

4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the 

beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the 

beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 

5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and 

blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for 

forty-two months. 

 

The Beast has authority over the world for 42 months — till he’s 

defeated at the Battle of Armageddon. 



Revelation 13:7 

7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to 

overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, 

tongue, and nation. 

 

He makes war with the saints —but — it doesn’t state the 

duration! 
 

The saints “probably” rescued (caught up) about 12 months earlier.   

 

The Antichrist’s powers will be greatly diminished in his final year as 

he tries to deal with The Day of The Lord and the 7 Trumpets! 

 

Daniel 7:21-22 

21 “I was watching; and the same horn was making war against 

the saints, and prevailing against them,  

22 until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was 

made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time 

came for the saints to possess the kingdom. 

 

The Horn was making war with the saints. 

 

Daniel 7:25 

25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, 

Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, 

And shall intend to change times and law. 

Then the saints shall be given into his hand 

For a time and times and half a time. 

 

The saints are given into his hand for time … times … and ½ 

time??? NO!!! 
 

“The saints” is  

now in italics in the latest NKJV … KJV … ESV … NASB just use 

“they”.  What “they” does the verse refer to? 

 

The GREEK SEPTUAGINT: “And power shall be given into his hand 

for time, times and half a time”. 



 

It seems that the 3½ years here is referring to his authority 

to seek “to change times and law”. 

 
If an Islamic Antichrist — it may refer to attempts to impose Sharia 

Law? 

 

So Daniel 7:25 does not explicitly state that the Great Tribulation on the 

saints is 3½ years?? 

 

CONCLUSION:  Once the Abomination of Desolation appears — it will 

be 3½ very difficult years for the world. 

 

FOR THE SAINTS — the Tribulation of those days will be cut 

short.  The Lord Jesus comes in the clouds to rescue His 

people — about one year sooner! 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 


